
Informational Unit: Genocide
Essential Question: Who is responsible for genocide?

Overview:
Suggested Grades: 11th-12th Grade
Estimated Length: 1 - 2 weeks

Students will read nine nonfiction texts about the Holocaust and the Rwandan Genocide through the lens of the essential question “Who is responsible
for genocide?” Students will gather information from their readings in a graphic organizer in order to help them answer the essential question
throughout the unit. At the end of the unit, students will answer the essential question in a research-based, argumentative essay.

Vision of Mastery Skills to Teach & Reinforce

By the end of this unit, students will analyze nine texts that address the
concept of genocide. Students will write an argumentative essay that
uses evidence from multiple texts to answer the essential question:
Who is responsible for genocide?

• Writing fluid explanations
• Comparing and contrasting treatments of the same topic in several primary

and secondary sources
• Assessing the extent to which the reasoning and evidence in a text support

the author’s claims
• Writing an argumentative essay
• Citing evidence from multiple texts to support analysis
• Presenting historically accurate synthesis of evidence

Final Assessment: Synthesis Essay

Over the course of this unit, you have gathered details from nonfiction texts about genocide. Use the evidence you have gathered to answer the
essential question: Who is responsible for genocide? Your essay should make a claim and use historically accurate evidence from a variety of texts
covered in this unit.

Alternative Assessment: Alternative Activity

After studying both the Holocaust and the Rwandan Genocide, you have seen how individual actions and choices have shaped history throughout the
world. Create a one-minute video that recommends how individuals can respond to hate and prejudice in order to combat the forces that can
potentially lead to genocide. Write a one-page description that explains how your video is informed by what you have learned during this unit.

Assignment Relationship to Theme
How does this text answer the

Essential Question?:
How to assign
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Who is responsible for genocide?

Reading &
Questions

"Introduction to the
Holocaust" (7th-8th
Grade)

During the Holocaust, over 10 million
people died at the hands of the Nazi
German regime.

Perpetrators and planners of
genocide must certainly be
considered responsible for carrying
out genocides. Often a few leaders
make decisions that are carried out
by many others.

From the text page, click the “Assign
Text” button or download the PDF.
Have students read the text and
answer the accompanying questions,
then update their graphic organizers.

Reading &
Questions

"Jewish Refugees on
the St.
Louis" (7th-8th
Grade)

Jewish refugees boarded the St. Louis
to leave Europe, but they were
refused by many nations, and
ultimately many ended up back in
Europe, where they were killed.

Despite extreme circumstances, some
nations refuse the entrance of
refugees. This prevents some
individuals from finding safety.

From the text page, click the “Assign
Text” button or download the PDF.
Have students read the text and
answer the accompanying questions,
then update their graphic organizers.

Reading &
Questions

"First They
Came…" (7th-8th
Grade)

This well-known statement by Martin
Niemöller outlines how he remained
silent when “they came for” various
groups, and how no one was left to
speak out when “they came for” him.

Bystanders play an important role in
the face of oppression and genocide.

From the text page, click the “Assign
Text” button or download the PDF.
Have students read the text and
answer the accompanying questions,
then update their graphic organizers.

Pairing Questions
for "Jewish

Refugees on the St.
Louis" and "First
They Came…"

A. Both texts criticize the United States openly.
B. Both texts focus on the treatment of refugees during periods of
genocide.

After students read each text and
answer the accompanying questions,
have them use their annotations and
graphic organizer to answer the
pairing question set.

Multiple Choice Question: You have read “Jewish Refugees on the St. Louis”
and “First They Came…” Which comparison provides the best description of the
two texts? [RI.2, RI.9]
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C. Both texts emphasize that individuals can take action in the face
of hate.
D. Both texts study the impact of anti-Jewish sentiments in Germany.

Answers will vary; students should identify that when Nazis were
targeting Jewish people, there were people in many nations who did not
“speak out” (Line 1). Niemöller states that “[he] did not speak out —
because [he] was not a Socialist,” and this represents the reactions of
Cuban, American, and Canadian leaders who did not let the refugees on
the St. Louis into their countries. As McBirney notes, even President
Roosevelt ignored the refugees who had personally “begged him to let
them enter the country” (Paragraph 8).

Reading &
Questions

"Nazi Germany's
'Euthanasia'
Program" (9th-10th
Grade)

In 1939, medical personnel were
directed to kill newborns and children
who had severe disabilities, as well as
adults who were institutionalized.
This led to creation of the “Final
Solution.”

Medical personnel and government
officials are sometimes responsible
for genocide. They made the decision
to carry out orders to kill individuals
labeled as “inferior.”

From the text page, click the “Assign
Text” button or download the PDF.
Have students read the text and
answer the accompanying questions,
then update their graphic organizers.

Reading &
Questions

"Elie Wiesel’s
Remarks at the
Dedication of Yad
Vashem Holocaust
History

Elie Wiesel asks his listeners to
become “the messengers’
messengers” in order to transmit the
horrors of the Holocaust and speak
out against hate.

It is the responsibility of those who
hear stories of the Holocaust to
continue to transmit them and
combat hate in the present.

From the text page, click the “Assign
Text” button or download the PDF.
Have students read the text and
answer the accompanying questions,
then update their graphic organizers.

Open Response Question: You have read “Jewish Refugees on the St. Louis”
and “First They Came…” Analyze the informational text in the context of Martin
Niemöller’s quote. Who did “they” come for? Who did not “speak out”? [RI.9]
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Museum" (7th-8th
Grade)

Reading &
Questions

"The Man Who
Coined 'Genocide'
Spent His Life Trying
To Stop It" (9th-10th
Grade)

Before Raphael Lemkin created the
term “genocide,” there was not a
word to distinguish the killing of
thousands from the murder of a few.

The language that we use to describe
the atrocities of genocide plays a role
in our ability to prevent such heinous
crimes from occurring. Without the
ability to name a problem, it is more
difficult to prevent.

From the text page, click the “Assign
Text” button or download the PDF.
Have students read the text and
answer the accompanying questions,
then update their graphic organizers.

Pairing Questions
for "Elie Wiesel’s

Remarks at the
Dedication of Yad
Vashem Holocaust
History Museum"
and "The Man Who

Coined 'Genocide'
Spent His Life Trying
To Stop It"

A. In order to understand the Holocaust, people must develop
language to discuss the horrors.
B. Revenge provides a chance for healing and closure after a genocide.
C. Memorials to the Holocaust must be built so that people will never
forget.
D. After living through a genocide, it is difficult to process the events and
move on as a person.

Answers will vary; students should explain that both Wiesel and Lemkin
became activists after the Holocaust. As detailed in “The Man Who
Coined 'Genocide' Spent His Life Trying To Stop It,” Lemkin “lost 49
family members” during the Holocaust (Paragraph 9). Ultimately, this
strengthened his resolve to fight for the recognition of the word
“genocide,” which he created to describe the mass murder that occurred

After students read each text and
answer the accompanying questions,
have them use their annotations and
graphic organizer to answer the
pairing question set.

Multiple Choice Question: According to the texts, which statement describes
what both Wiesel and Lemkin believed was important after the Holocaust? [RI.9]

Open Response Question: According to the texts, how did living through the
Holocaust impact Elie Wiesel and Raphael Lemkin? How did their experiences
compare? Use evidence from both texts in your answer. [RI.9]
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during the Holocaust. Elie Wiesel expresses that living through the
Holocaust has made it important for him and other survivors to share
what happened. Wiesel emphasizes that telling the story is important
“because we wanted the world to be a better world” (Paragraph 10).
Both Wiesel and Lemkin suffered extreme losses as a result of the
Holocaust, but both were motivated by their experiences to speak out
against violence and hate.

Reading &
Questions

"Convention on the
Prevention and
Punishment of the
Crime of
Genocide" (11th-12th
Grade)

This UN Convention outlines what
constitutes genocide, what acts can
be punished, and who may be
punished for committing or
participating in genocide.

There must be punishment for those
who commit genocide, but others
must intervene in any instances of
genocide.

From the text page, click the “Assign
Text” button or download the PDF.
Have students read the text and
answer the accompanying questions,
then update their graphic organizers.

Reading &
Questions

"President Clinton’s
Remarks in Kigali on
the Rwandan
Genocide" (9th-10th
Grade)

In this speech, Clinton acknowledges
that the world must take “its share of
responsibility” for the loss of 800,000
lives during the 1994 Rwandan
Genocide.

World leaders are responsible for
intervening in genocide, but they
often fail to do so.

From the text page, click the “Assign
Text” button or download the PDF.
Have students read the text and
answer the accompanying questions,
then update their graphic organizers.

Pairing Questions
for "Convention on

the Prevention and
Punishment of the
Crime of Genocide"

A. It is critical that restorative justice is carried out after a genocide.
B. Individuals who plan out genocides should be punished.

After students read each text and
answer the accompanying questions,
have them use their annotations and

Multiple Choice Question: Which of the following statements do both texts
affirm? [RI.9]
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and "President
Clinton’s Remarks in
Kigali on the
Rwandan Genocide"

C. Crimes against children are the most severe form of genocide.
D. Economic growth helps countries heal after genocide.

Answers will vary; students should identify that Clinton’s speech
acknowledges that the world did not act swiftly to prevent the 1994
Rwandan genocide. The Convention establishes that all member nations
“undertake to prevent and to punish” genocide (Paragraph 7), yet
Clinton asserts that “the international community… did not act quickly
enough after the killing began” (Paragraph 10). The world failed to
intervene, and this resulted in horrible suffering and loss of life.
Students may also note that it is clear from Clinton’s speech that the
events in Rwanda constituted a genocide, and that he provides evidence
that illustrates different sections of Article II of the Convention.
Additionally, students may explain that the United Nations still had the
opportunity to ensure that the actions described in Article IV, which
states that perpetrators will be punished, could be carried out. Clinton
notes that the United States and the international community support
the creation of a tribunal to hold leaders accountable (Paragraph 24).

graphic organizer to answer the
pairing question set.

Reading &
Questions

"Dark History Of
Rwanda's
Genocide" (9th-10th
Grade)

Through a discussion of post-
genocide justice, this interview
explores how the Hutu government
was motivated by power to carry out
the genocide.

Although individuals may perform the
killing, the government that orders
genocide is ultimately responsible,
and this must be taken into account
when delivering justice.

From the text page, click the “Assign
Text” button or download the PDF.
Have students read the text and
answer the accompanying questions,
then update their graphic organizers.

Open Response Question: Compare the requirements outlined in “Convention
on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide” to “President
Clinton’s Remarks in Kigali on the Rwandan Genocide.” In the context of
Clinton’s speech, to what extent did members of the United Nations uphold the
requirements of the Convention? Use evidence from both texts to support your
answer. [RI.9]
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Final Assessment

Over the course of this unit, you have gathered details from nonfiction texts
about genocide. Use the evidence you have gathered to answer the essential
question: Who is responsible for genocide? Your essay should make a claim
and use historically accurate evidence from a variety of texts covered in this
unit.

After students have completed the
assignments above and updated their
graphic organizers, download and
hand out the final assessment. Allow
students to use their completed
graphic organizers to support their
writing.

Alternative
Assessment

After studying both the Holocaust and the Rwandan Genocide, you have seen
how individual actions and choices have shaped history throughout the world.
Create a one-minute video that recommends how individuals can respond to
hate and prejudice in order to combat the forces that can potentially lead to
genocide. Write a one-page description that explains how your video is
informed by what you have learned during this unit.

After students have completed the
assignments above and updated their
graphic organizers, download and
hand out the alternative assessment.
Allow students to use their completed
graphic organizers to support their
work.
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