
Unit at a Glance
Grade Level: 6th

Essential Question: How do people respond to and recover from 
challenges and tragedy?

Length: 5–7 weeks (see Pacing Guide)

Unit Texts: (see full list of texts)

•  The Watsons Go To Birmingham — 1963 by Christopher Paul 
Curtis, Random House, 1995 edition (Novel) 

• Supplemental texts included (English + Spanish)

Unit Overview
This 360 Unit  is anchored around the novel The Watsons Go To Birmingham—1963 by 
Christopher Paul Curtis (Random House, 1995 edition). Through this novel study, students 
examine what happens when people are forced to realize that the world they live in is not as 
perfect as they would like. The novel uses the historical background of the American South 
in 1963 to explore how one family from Flint, Michigan navigates and responds to the tragic 
consequences of racism and hatred. To help students further engage with the themes of 
the unit, they will engage in a unit discussion about the author’s message about how people 
should confront racism and hatred in their society.

By the end of this unit, students will be able to track character development, analyze the 
narrator’s point of view, and determine how specific characters develop the theme of the 
novel. To demonstrate this skill, students will write a literary analysis essay about how the 
author develops a theme through character development.

Focus Skills: (see Reading and Writing Skill Arcs)

Reading: 
• Plot elements and characters [RL.6.3]
• Theme development [RL.6.2]
• Analysis of figurative and connotative language [RL.6.4]
• Point of view analysis [RL.6.6]
Writing:
• Explanatory writing [W.6.2]
• Appropriate shifts in pronoun number and person  [L.6.1.C]
Language:
• Grade-appropriate academic vocabulary [L.6.6]
Speaking and Listening:
• Referring to evidence in discussion [SL.6.1.A]
• Rules for discussion [SL.6.1.B]

WHAT’S INCLUDED
 Ȍ 15 Reading Lessons
 Ȍ A Set of Supplemental Texts
 Ȍ A Writing Baseline Assessment
 Ȍ 2 Vocabulary Activity Sets
 Ȍ 2 Vocabulary Quizzes
 Ȍ 1 Grammar and Usage Activity Set
 Ȍ 1 Grammar and Usage Quiz
 Ȍ 1 Discussion Lesson
 Ȍ 1 Narrative Essay
 Ȍ 1 Unit Essay

5 – 7  W E E K S

THE WATSONS GO TO              
BIRMINGHAM — 1963

6th Grade: Unit Three



Skill Focus: 
By the end of 5th grade, students 
should be able to determine a 
text’s theme and how characters 
respond to challenges [RL.5.2] as 
well as draw on details from a text 
in order to compare and contrast 
multiple characters [RL.5.3]. In 
addition, students should be able 
to explain how different sections 
create a story’s structure [RL.5.5] 
and how the narrator’s point of 
view influences event descriptions 
[RL.5.6].

In this 6th grade unit, students 
will take these skills to the next 
level. In 6th grade, students should 
determine how specific details 
reveal the theme [RL.6.2] and how 
characters respond and change 
as the plot develops [RL.6.3]. In 
addition, students should analyze 
how specific sections of the text 
develop the theme [RL.6.5] and how 
the author develops the narrator’s 
point of view [RL.6.6]. 

Reading lessons in this unit include 
scaffolded questions to help 
students meet these grade level 
reading standards. Independent practice for each chapter includes multiple choice questions as well as short answer prompts that are 
aligned to the unit standards RL.6.2, RL.6.3, RL.6.5, and RL.6.6. 

Writing in this unit is focused on helping students write an end-of-unit literary analysis essay that analyzes how the author develops a 
theme through a specific character.

ARC OF READING INSTRUCTION

The Watsons Go To Birmingham—1963 (Novel) by Christopher Paul Curtis 
Random House, 1995 Edition

Reading Lesson 1 Reading Lesson 2 Reading Lesson 3 Reading Lesson 4 Reading Lesson 5

Chapter 1
(Pages 1-19)

Chapter 2
(Pages 20-31)

Chapter 3
(Pages 32-46)

Chapter 4
(Pages 47-63)

Chapter 5
(Pages 64-74)

Students read to 
analyze how a story’s 
plot unfolds and write 
about how character 
relationships develop 
[RL.6.3].

Students read to 
analyze how a story’s 
plot unfolds and 
write about how the 
characters respond 
or change as the plot 
moves forward toward 
a resolution [RL.6.3].

Students read to 
analyze characters’ 
reactions to plot 
events and write to 
determine a theme 
from the chapter 
[RL.6.2, RL.6.3].

Students read to 
analyze how a specific 
scene contributes to 
the understanding 
of a character and 
write about the ways 
that characters affect 
one another [RL.6.3, 
RL.6.5]. 

Students read to 
analyze specific word 
choice and characters’ 
reactions to plot 
events, and write 
about the ways that 
characters affect 
one another [RL.6.3, 
RL.6.4].

How does  
RL.2 shift?

How does  
RL.3 shift?

How does  
RL.5 shift?

How does  
RL.6 shift?

6th Grade: Determine 
a theme or central 
idea of a text and 
how it is conveyed 
through particular 
details; provide a 
summary of the 
text distinct from 
personal opinions or 
judgments.

6th Grade: Describe 
how a particular 
story’s or drama’s 
plot unfolds in a 
series of episodes 
as well as how the 
characters respond 
or change as the 
plot moves toward 
a resolution.

6th Grade: Analyze 
how a particular 
sentence, chapter, 
scene, or stanza 
fits into the overall 
structure of a text 
and contributes to 
the development of 
the theme, setting, 
or plot.

6th Grade: Explain 
how an author 
develops the 
point of view of 
the narrator or 
speaker in a text.

7th Grade: Determine 
a theme or central 
idea of a text 
and analyze its 
development over 
the course of the 
text; provide an 
objective summary of 
the text.

7th Grade: Analyze 
how particular 
elements of a 
story or drama 
interact (e.g., how 
setting shapes the 
characters or plot)

7th Grade: Analyze 
how a drama’s or 
poem’s form or 
structure (e.g., 
soliloquy, sonnet) 
contributes to its 
meaning.

7th Grade: Analyze 
how an author 
develops and 
contrasts the 
points of view 
of different 
characters or 
narrators in a text.
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The Watsons Go To Birmingham—1963 (Novel) by Christopher Paul Curtis 
Random House, 1995 Edition

Reading Lesson 6: Reading Lesson 7 Reading Lesson 8 Reading Lesson 9 Reading Lesson 10

Chapter 6
(Pages 75-85)

Chapter 7
(Pages 86-99)

Chapter 8
(Pages 100-120)

Chapter 9
(Pages 121-137)

Chapter 10
(Pages 138-148)

Students read to 
analyze characters’ 
reactions to plot 
events and to other 
characters and write 
about how the chapter 
develops a specific 
character [RL.6.3].

Students read to 
analyze the narrator’s 
point of view and 
write to describe 
the traits of specific 
characters [RL.6.3, 
RL.6.6].

Students read 
to analyze how 
characters’ responses 
affect one another 
and write about what 
character choices 
reveal about their 
personality [RL.6.3]. 

Students read to 
analyze how the 
setting of a story 
affects the characters 
and write about how 
a specific scene 
contributes to the 
understanding of the 
plot [RL.6.3, RL.6.5].

Students read to 
analyze how a story’s 
plot unfolds and 
how the characters 
respond to events 
and write about what 
causes character 
change [RL.6.3]. 

The Watsons Go To Birmingham—1963 (Novel) by Christopher Paul Curtis 
Random House, 1995 Edition

Reading Lesson 11 Reading Lesson 12 Reading Lesson 13 Reading Lesson 14 Reading Lesson 15

Chapter 11
(Pages 149-161)

Chapter 12
(Pages 162-168)

Chapter 13
(Pages 169-179)

Chapter 14
(Pages 180-190)

Chapter 15
(Pages 191-206)

Students read to 
analyze how a story’s 
plot unfolds and write 
about how a character 
responds or changes 
as the plot moves 
forward toward a 
resolution [RL.6.3].

Students read to 
identify and analyze 
character change 
and write to analyze 
character change 
[RL.6.3].

Students read to 
analyze the narrator’s 
point of view and 
write about what 
makes the narrator 
unreliable [RL.6.6].

Students read 
to analyze how 
characters’ responses 
affect one another 
and write about how 
specific events impact 
the narrator’s point of 
view [RL.6.3, RL.6].

Students read 
to analyze how 
characters’ responses 
affect one another and 
write about a theme of 
the chapter and novel 
[RL.6.2, RL.6.3].

This unit also includes:

• Optional supplemental texts in English and Spanish that support students in developing reading volume and stamina.
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ARC OF WRITING INSTRUCTION

Writing Baseline Assessment (Optional): In your opinion, is it better to be perceived as “weird” or “normal”?

Unit Essay: Optional Narrative Essay:

Prompt: How do people respond to and recover from challenges 
and tragedy? How does the novel answer this question through 
its central theme? Explain how the author develops this theme 
through the character of Byron.

Prompt: You have just read chapter 13 of The Watsons Go 
To Birmingham—1963 by Christopher Paul Curtis, which is 
told from Kenny’s perspective of his traumatic experience at 
Collier’s Landing.

Rewrite the scene where Kenny almost drowns from Byron’s 
perspective. Describe Byron’s actions, thoughts and emotions 
during the scene. 

VOCABUL ARY, DISCUSSION, AND GR AMMAR INSTRUCTION

 Vocabulary
This unit includes explicit vocabulary 
instruction on 13 academic words. Students 
complete 5 activities for each set of words. 
Consistent with research, students encounter 
these words in context. Word usage is 
reinforced in reading, writing, and discussion 
activities [L.6.6]. Learn more here.

 Discussion
In all CommonLit units, students discuss 
the texts they are reading daily. In 
addition to multiple opportunities for 
informal discussion, there is one formal 
whole class discussion on how the 
author believes people should respond 
to racism and hatred in today’s society 
[SL.6.1.C].

 Grammar Instruction
This unit includes a short lesson and 9 
practice activities pronoun agreement 
[L.6.1.C]. This skill helps students express 
more sophisticated ideas in writing. 
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Lessons & Materials
Below, you will find all of the materials needed to teach this unit. To better help you understand the choices and flexibility within the unit 
materials, individual lessons are tagged as Essential, Recommended, or Optional. 

A sample Pacing Guide is available here.

Writing Baseline Assessment U N I T  P R E P  R E S O U R C E S

ABOUT THIS ASSIGNMENT: 
Assigning a writing baseline assessment at the beginning of the year is a great way to get to know your 
class and assess student strengths and weaknesses. This argumentative prompt connects to the major 
unit themes. It asks students to argue whether it’s better to be perceived as “normal” or “weird,” using 
evidence from stories, movies, real world events, or experiences from their own lives.

HOW TO FACILITATE: 
Distribute the Writing Baseline Assessment on paper or through Google Docs. Set aside one class 
period for students to compose the essay, ideally in a silent testing environment. Students may use 
blank paper or a digital notebook to plan their essay. Use the Grade 6-10 Argumentative Writing 
Rubric to score student essays. Provide direct feedback to students on their essay using the Student 
Feedback Form. Have students reflect on their writing and set writing goals using the Writing Baseline 
Assessment Goal-Setting Tool. You may use this tool to kick-off 1:1 conferences with students.

ASSIGNMENT MATERIAL S: 
• Student Copy: Writing Baseline Assessment 
• Grade 6-10 Argumentative Writing Rubric and Student Feedback Form
• Writing Baseline Assessment Goal Setting Tool

Supplemental Texts U N I T  P R E P  R E S O U R C E S

ABOUT THIS ASSIGNMENT:
Each CommonLit 360 Unit is accompanied by a set of supplemental texts that connect to the unit’s 
themes. Texts can be printed or assigned digitally and include questions and activities.

HOW TO FACILITATE:
Review the Guidance for Supplemental Text Sets for ideas on how to implement supplemental texts 
across the unit.

ASSIGNMENT MATERIAL S:
• Emmett Till (informational): This text explains how the murder of Emmett Till gave momentum to the 

growing civil rights movement. Use it to help students better understand the Watson parents’ concern and 
careful planning during their trip to Birmingham.

• The 16th Street Baptist Church Bombing (informational): This text describes how the bombing of 
the 16th Street Baptist Church in Birmingham was both a tragic and pivotal event for the Civil Rights 
Movement. It provides important historical context for the events of chapter 14.

• Sometimes, History is Sadness (informational): This text explores the human impact of the tragic 
events of September 11, 2001. It explains how communities suffer and heal collectively through historical 
tragedies, and it connects to the Watson family’s recovery from the church bombing.

• Moving Home (memoir): This memoir describes the difficult decision of moving home to be near 
grandparents. After reading the novel, have students read this memoir and determine how the Watson 
children would evaluate their summer with Grandma Sands. Despite everything that happened, would they 
say the trip was worth it?

6th Grade: Unit Three THE WATSONS GO TO BIRMINGHAM — 1963
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1kyuSxb5HKjp8mE6CNIVGpqPBU6etgmko9YVjRXij6yM/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/19w3o0Q6XN1tqym6jJ9o0tB4MFv6IRJvs26NlMk46D6w/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1DsnllSrb0mFcSPLh8stlM4vkASS7FtcGa6zvyIr0ryU/copy
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https://www.commonlit.org/en/texts/sometimes-history-is-sadness
https://www.commonlit.org/en/texts/moving-home


Unit Introduction E S S E N T I A L

ABOUT THIS ASSIGNMENT:
This slide deck introduces students to the topic and major themes of the unit.

HOW TO FACILITATE (10 MIN):
• Lead students through this slide deck whole-class (10 min)

ASSIGNMENT MATERIAL S:
• Slide Deck

Vocabulary Activity Set 1 E S S E N T I A L

ABOUT THIS ASSIGNMENT:
This vocabulary activity set will help students master 7 high-impact academic vocabulary words they 
will see in the stories they read. These 5 activities are great for a quick warm-up activity or homework.

HOW TO FACILITATE (20 MIN):
• Use the Slide Deck to facilitate Vocabulary Activity 1 whole-class (20 min)
• Flexibly assign the remaining activities as warm-ups, homework, or practice to prepare students for 

the Vocabulary Quiz.

ASSIGNMENT MATERIAL S:
• Student Vocabulary Activity Set
• Teacher Answer Key* 
• Activity 1 Slide Deck
• Word Wall
*Not available in PDF. Coming soon in digital form!

Reading Lesson: Chapter 1 (Novel) E S S E N T I A L

ABOUT THIS ASSIGNMENT
Readers meet the Weird Watsons of Flint, Michigan. In the frigid cold of Michigan’s winter, Byron 
kisses his reflection in the side view mirror of the family’s car, and the family’s reactions reveal their 
character traits and relationships with one another. 

Students will describe how a story’s plot unfolds and how the characters respond to events and 
problems.

HOW TO FACILITATE (70 MIN)
• Lead students through the reading of pages 1-19 and questions (50 min)
• Have students complete the multiple choice independent practice (5 min)
• Have students complete the written independent practice (15 min)

ASSIGNMENT MATERIAL S
• Teacher Copy
• Student Copy
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Reading Lesson: Chapter 2 (Novel) E S S E N T I A L

ABOUT THIS ASSIGNMENT
Kenny is saved from bullies twice — once when Byron stands up for his brainiac brother, and again 
when two new students become the bullies’ new targets.

Students will describe how a story’s plot unfolds and how the characters respond to events and 
problems.

HOW TO FACILITATE (50 MIN)
• Lead students through the reading of pages 20-31 and questions (30 min)
• Have students complete the multiple choice independent practice (5 min)
• Have students complete the written independent practice (15 min)

ASSIGNMENT MATERIAL S
• Teacher Copy
• Student Copy

Reading Lesson: Chapter 3 (Novel) E S S E N T I A L

ABOUT THIS ASSIGNMENT
Kenny jeopardizes his newfound friendship with Rufus when he laughs along with Larry Dunn’s 
bullying. Kenny saves his friendship by owning up to his mistake. 

Students will analyze characters’ reactions to plot events and determine a theme from the chapter. 

HOW TO FACILITATE (60 MIN)
• Lead students through the reading of pages 32-46 and questions (40 min)
• Have students complete the multiple choice independent practice (5 min)
• Have students complete the written independent practice (15 min)

ASSIGNMENT MATERIAL S
• Teacher Copy
• Student Copy

Vocabulary Quiz 1 E S S E N T I A L

ABOUT THIS ASSIGNMENT:
This vocabulary quiz assesses students’ knowledge of the vocabulary words in Vocabulary Activity 
List 1.

HOW TO FACILITATE (15 MIN):
To assign this quiz digitally, click “Assign” and schedule the quiz. Set aside 15 minutes for students to 
complete the vocabulary quiz.

To have students complete the quiz on paper, download the quiz [as a Google doc or PDF] and 
distribute to students.

ASSIGNMENT MATERIAL S:
• Student Vocabulary Quiz
• Teacher Answer Key*

*Quizzes assigned digitally will be scored automatically. To ensure assessment security, a printable answer key is 
not available at this time.
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BiOrA1Svixs3t7a2J_V6mjbBXXxiUx3BuaRGRp3HLlY/copy
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1IYfiyWfptBppK2e39Q30TN9ILmUkY8LjMoUDrk_zSH0/copy


Reading Lesson: Chapter 4 (Novel) E S S E N T I A L

ABOUT THIS ASSIGNMENT
Byron reveals that his creative lies can be used for a good cause when he tells Joetta the “real” 
purpose behind dump trucks. When Byron stands up to Larry Dunn to win back Kenny’s mittens, 
readers see there’s more to Larry than bullying and stealing.

Students will track how characters affect one another and analyze how a specific scene contributes to 
the understanding of a character.

HOW TO FACILITATE (60 MIN):
• Lead students through the reading of pages 47-63 and questions (40 min)
• Have students complete the multiple choice independent practice (5 min)
• Have students complete the written independent practice (15 min)

ASSIGNMENT MATERIAL S
• Teacher Copy
• Student Copy

Vocabulary Activity Set 2 E S S E N T I A L

ABOUT THIS ASSIGNMENT:
This vocabulary activity set will help students master 6 high-impact academic vocabulary words they 
will see in the stories they read. These 5 activities are great for a quick warm-up activity or homework.

HOW TO FACILITATE (20 MIN):
• Use the Slide Deck to facilitate Vocabulary Activity 1 whole-class (20 min)
• Flexibly assign the remaining activities as warm-ups, homework, or practice to prepare students for 

the Vocabulary Quiz.

ASSIGNMENT MATERIAL S:
• Student Vocabulary Activity Set
• Teacher Answer Key* 
• Activity 1 Slide Deck
• Word Wall
*Not available in PDF. Coming soon in digital form!

Reading Lesson: Chapter 5 (Novel) E S S E N T I A L

ABOUT THIS ASSIGNMENT
Byron disobeys Momma once again and lights matches in the house. Momma’s reaction reveals her 
frustration with Byron’s antics.  

Students will track the ways that characters affect one another and analyze specific word choice..

HOW TO FACILITATE (45 MIN):
• Lead students through the reading of pages 64-74 and questions (25 min)
• Have students complete the multiple choice independent practice (5 min)
• Have students complete the written independent practice (15 min)

ASSIGNMENT MATERIAL S
• Teacher Copy
• Student Copy
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1nZ0HSh5-FIwhKNXdBVIfAlUBLfK0Q_PoyHKS-bEOK8U/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1PeshmwSRlOAQGj64Rg3QOvCxseDSAIEkdJlfW2XRIYg/copy
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https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1wagp_cBU6kiQWtGGR66lx9eJhdjMBqVdTz1Sd-7ajcY/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1LwWF1RSHYLKHe3ANS7BMAibSvcIjyHWBogIenQInwxw/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/145T2jxTvTxTlGXHIZdwhOiYutwvzr3cho0peVmq5-Bk/copy


Reading Lesson: Chapter 6 (Novel) E S S E N T I A L

ABOUT THIS ASSIGNMENT
After using Momma and Dad’s line of credit at the grocery store to buy cookies, Byron launches them 
at a bird, accidentally killing it. Byron reveals his soft side, when he digs a grave for the bird.  

Students will analyze characters’ reactions to plot events and to other characters.

HOW TO FACILITATE (45 MIN):
• Lead students through the reading of pages 75-85 and questions (25 min)
• Have students complete the multiple choice independent practice (5 min)
• Have students complete the written independent practice (15 min)

ASSIGNMENT MATERIAL S
• Teacher Copy
• Student Copy

Reading Lesson: Chapter 7 (Novel) E S S E N T I A L

ABOUT THIS ASSIGNMENT
When Byron returns home with a new haircut he hadn’t asked his parents permission to get, Dad 
gives him a punishment that will teach him a lesson: a bald head. 

Students will analyze the narrator’s point of view.

HOW TO FACILITATE (65 MIN):
• Lead students through the reading of pages 86-99 and questions (35 min)
• Have students complete the multiple choice independent practice (5 min)
• Have students complete the written independent practice (15 min)

ASSIGNMENT MATERIAL S
• Teacher Copy
• Student Copy

Vocabulary Quiz 2 E S S E N T I A L

ABOUT THIS ASSIGNMENT:
This vocabulary quiz assesses students’ knowledge of the vocabulary words in Vocabulary List 2.

HOW TO FACILITATE (15 MIN):
To assign this quiz digitally, click “Assign” and schedule the quiz. Set aside 15 minutes for students to 
complete the vocabulary quiz.

To have students complete the quiz on paper, download the quiz [as a Google doc or PDF] and 
distribute to students.

ASSIGNMENT MATERIAL S:
• Student Vocabulary Quiz
• Teacher Answer Key*

*Quizzes assigned digitally will be scored automatically. To ensure assessment security, a printable answer 
key is not available at this time.
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1LlZ-6IMfPfXly5XTPx4Tr8OWogA2csBAYRtMZMrCmos/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1w4M8hwrujdApXG4akLveSYXgwsw3vx-dETS_4TiO8vE/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1guY_czCQ2qkYrdfqXprw3D_zGrtGsPWAHumFzML03G4/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1p9J2Ml9u0Sz9sAV3akkVBjwpBIBG3azVqbHCnQvqX-k/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1vC9zdDZnf_AZn46N6ulw6fu9WnP0rqLFUwAR4YRShuo/copy


Reading Lesson: Chapter 8 (Novel) E S S E N T I A L

ABOUT THIS ASSIGNMENT
The Watson children are excited about a trip to Alabama to visit Grandma Sands, until they find out 
that Momma and Dad plan to leave Byron there to help him shape up. 

Students will track how characters respond to a problem and how they affect one another.

HOW TO FACILITATE (70 MIN):
• Lead students through the reading of pages 100-120 and questions (50 min)
• Have students complete the multiple choice independent practice (5 min)
• Have students complete the written independent practice (15 min)

ASSIGNMENT MATERIAL S
• Teacher Copy
• Student Copy

Reading Lesson: Chapter 9 (Novel) E S S E N T I A L

ABOUT THIS ASSIGNMENT
Dad explains to Kenny why it’s important for Byron to spend time with Grandma Sands in the South: 
there are a lot of challenges that he will have to learn to face, especially during a time of danger and 
racism toward Black Americans.

Students will analyze how the setting of a story affects the characters and analyze how a specific 
scene contributes to the understanding of a character and plot.

HOW TO FACILITATE (60 MIN):
• Lead students through the reading of pages 121-137 and questions (40 min)
• Have students complete the multiple choice independent practice (5 min)
• Have students complete the written independent practice (15 min)

ASSIGNMENT MATERIAL S
• Teacher Copy
• Student Copy

Grammar and Usage Activities O P T I O N A L

ABOUT THIS ASSIGNMENT:
Grammar is an essential component too often missed. This 360 Unit’s grammar and usage activity set 
contains 6 activities that focus using ellipses and brackets when quoting from sources. Great for a 
quick warm-up activity or homework!

HOW TO FACILITATE:
Assign the 9 activities in this grammar set as warm-up activities, homework, or practice to prepare 
students for the grammar quiz.

ASSIGNMENT MATERIAL S:
• Student Grammar Activities
• Teacher Answer Key
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1HRGmi3qAmKoKZ-yVqvJHAIYwPLz-BfE9bQU69vO_N0g/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1r6qC1WAcMl0e-sFaSAE7cRtV8azaAPQNIGnnex74I3w/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ljj0j6ou-TZf12z9VUU-vHAKBO5lndaoYzMKmfJqF2U/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/13zsvHyLsNKi3tqNENgM2OvdrFZfrfm_QVW58puSvfT0/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1JVZ-61dYLpOat0jAdYGHeQDd31mrrUUvPWo6d0BrEnA/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1oVfbvbTp2IKM6_ya2TaCwUCL-Vn9lmrSc7eHHyx29lI/copy


Reading Lesson: Chapter 10 (Novel) E S S E N T I A L

ABOUT THIS ASSIGNMENT
On the drive down to Alabama, Dad decides to ignore Momma’s careful route planning and drive 
straight to Birmingham. His new plan puts the family on edge when they make a rest stop in the 
Tennessee mountains.

Students will track how characters respond to a problem and affect one another.

HOW TO FACILITATE (45 MIN):
• Lead students through the reading of pages 138-148 and questions (25 min)
• Have students complete the multiple choice independent practice (5 min)
• Have students complete the written independent practice (15 min)

ASSIGNMENT MATERIAL S
• Teacher Copy
• Student Copy

Reading Lesson: Chapter 11 (Novel) E S S E N T I A L

ABOUT THIS ASSIGNMENT
The family finally arrives in Birmingham. Spending time with Grandma Sands brings out a side of Byron 
that Kenny didn’t expect to see.

Students will describe how a story’s plot unfolds and how the characters respond or change as the 
plot moves forward toward a resolution.

HOW TO FACILITATE (50 MIN):
• Lead students through the reading of pages 149-161 and questions (30 min)
• Have students complete the multiple choice independent practice (5 min)
• Have students complete the written independent practice (15 min)

ASSIGNMENT MATERIAL S
• Teacher Copy
• Student Copy

Reading Lesson: Chapter 12 (Novel) E S S E N T I A L

ABOUT THIS ASSIGNMENT
The Watsons adjust to Birmingham at different paces: while Joey and Kenny find the heat and the 
adults oppressive, Byron is enthralled by Mr. Robert’s stories, and Momma realizes how much she’s 
missed her own mother.

Students will identify and analyze character change.

HOW TO FACILITATE (40 MIN):
• Lead students through the reading of pages 162-168 and questions (20 min)
• Have students complete the multiple choice independent practice (5 min)
• Have students complete the written independent practice (15 min)

ASSIGNMENT MATERIAL S
• Teacher Copy
• Student Copy
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Reading Lesson: Chapter 13 (Novel) E S S E N T I A L

ABOUT THIS ASSIGNMENT
Kenny ignores Byron’s warning about the “Wool Pooh” and finds himself on the verge of drowning in a 
whirlpool. 

Students will analyze the narrator’s point of view.

HOW TO FACILITATE (45 MIN):
• Lead students through the reading of pages 169-179 and questions (25 min)
• Have students complete the multiple choice independent practice (5 min)
• Have students complete the written independent practice (15 min)

ASSIGNMENT MATERIAL S
• Teacher Copy
• Student Copy

Grammar and Usage Quiz O P T I O N A L

ABOUT THIS ASSIGNMENT:
This grammar quiz assesses students’ knowledge of the unit’s grammar skill: pronoun agreement.

HOW TO FACILITATE (10 MIN):
• Assign the grammar quiz to students (10 min)

ASSIGNMENT MATERIAL S:
• Student Grammar Quiz
• Teacher Answer Key*

*Not available in PDF. Coming soon in digital form!

Writing: Narrative Packet O P T I O N A L

ABOUT THIS ASSIGNMENT:
This creative writing prompt can be used as an additional writing assignment. The Narrative Writing 
Guided Practice Packet supports students in generating ideas before drafting their stories, in which 
they will reimagine the scene in which Kenny almost drowns from Byron’s point of view.

HOW TO FACILITATE:
• Guide students through the most helpful activities in the Narrative Writing Guided Practice Packet.
• Have students respond to the narrative prompt. 

ASSIGNMENT MATERIAL S:
• Student Handout
• Teacher Copy
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Reading Lesson: Chapter 14 (Novel) E S S E N T I A L

ABOUT THIS ASSIGNMENT
After hearing the news of the 16th Avenue Baptist Church bombing, Kenny rushes to the church. He 
believes he sees Joey buried under a pile of rubble and returns to Grandma Sands’s house in a state of 
shock. 

Students will track how characters affect one another and analyze the narrator’s point of view.

HOW TO FACILITATE (50 MIN):
• Lead students through the reading of pages 180-190 and questions (25 min)
• Have students complete the multiple choice independent practice (10 min)
• Have students complete the written independent practice (15 min)

ASSIGNMENT MATERIAL S
• Teacher Copy
• Student Copy

Reading Lesson: Chapter 15 (Novel) E S S E N T I A L

ABOUT THIS ASSIGNMENT
Still in shock, Kenny hides behind the family sofa, attempting to heal himself. Byron helps Kenny to 
overcome his shame and recognize his own bravery. 

Students will describe the effect that characters have on one another and determine a theme of the 
novel.

HOW TO FACILITATE (70 MIN):
• Lead students through the reading of pages 191-206 and questions (40 min)
• Have students complete the multiple choice independent practice (5 min)
• Have students complete the written independent practice (15 min)

ASSIGNMENT MATERIAL S
• Teacher Copy
• Student Copy

Discussion Lesson R E C O M M E N D E D

ABOUT THIS ASSIGNMENT:
Students will discuss their answers to the following question: What do you think the author, 
Christopher Paul Curtis, believes about how we should confront racism and hatred in our society 
today? 

HOW TO FACILITATE (45 MIN):
• Have students prepare for discussion using the Discussion Prep handout (15 min)
• Launch discussion and have students take notes during discussion (30 min)

ASSIGNMENT MATERIAL S:
• Discussion Prep Handout
• Student Voice Tracker
• Discussion Protocols
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Writing Lesson: End of Unit Essay E S S E N T I A L

ABOUT THIS ASSIGNMENT:
This end of unit activity requires that students respond to the following writing prompt: How do 
people respond to and recover from challenges and tragedy? How does the novel answer this question 
through its central theme? Explain how the author develops this theme through the character of 
Byron.

HOW TO FACILITATE:
Have students use their resources from previous lessons to draft their essay.

ASSIGNMENT MATERIAL S:
• Student Essay Handout
• Exemplar Essay
• Essay Rubric
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Pacing Guide
With appropriate pacing, Grade 6, Unit 3 should take roughly 5-7 weeks of instructional time. This assumes 45 minutes of daily 
instruction. With this assumption, many of the reading lessons can last up to 2 days/class periods and should be spaced accordingly. 
Supplemental reading, vocabulary activities, and grammar activities can often be assigned as homework. Teachers should expect to 
revise pacing as needed. 

WEEK 1

Mon.
	y Intro to Unit Slide Deck
	y Vocabulary Activity Set 1: Activity 1 & Slide Deck
	y The Watsons Go To Birmingham — 1963 Chapter 1 / Pages 1-19 - Day 1

Tues.
	y Vocabulary Activity Set 1: Activity 2
	y The Watsons Go To Birmingham — 1963 Chapter 1 / Pages 1-19 - Day 2
	y The Watsons Go To Birmingham — 1963 Chapter 1 - Multiple Choice and Short Answer Independent 

Practice

Wed.
	y Vocabulary Activity Set  1: Activity 3
	y The Watsons Go To Birmingham — 1963 Chapter 2 / Pages 20-31
	y The Watsons Go To Birmingham — 1963 Chapter 2 - Multiple Choice and Short Answer Independent 

Practice

Thurs.
	y Vocabulary Activity Set 1: Activity 4
	y The Watsons Go To Birmingham — 1963 Chapter 3 / Pages 32-46
	y The Watsons Go To Birmingham — 1963 Chapter 3 -  Multiple Choice and Short Answer Independent 

Practice

Fri.

	y Vocabulary Activity Set 1: Activity 5
Flex time for:
	y Completion of previous activities
	y Supplemental text set reading
	y Teacher-created activities

Training & Support Resources
CommonLit 360 is rich with resources for teachers and 
administrators. In addition to this PDF Unit Guide, here are just a 
few additional tools available to teams for free:

 � Document: Curriculum Framework, An Overview
 � Document: Themes & Topics Overview
 � Live Webinar: Getting Started with CommonLit 360
 � Instructional support videos available on each unit’s Support 

and Resources page

Ready to roll out CommonLit 360 in your school or district? 
Read about the affordable professional development we offer 
for schools and districts through our CommonLit for Schools 
packages.
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WEEK 2

Mon.
	y Vocabulary Quiz 1
	y The Watsons Go To Birmingham — 1963 Chapter 4 / Pages 47-63
	y The Watsons Go To Birmingham — 1963 Chapter 4  - Multiple Choice and Short Answer Independent 

Practice

Tues. 	y Vocabulary Activity Set  2: Activity 1 & Slide Deck
	y The Watsons Go To Birmingham — 1963 Chapter 5 / Pages 64-74 - Day 1

Wed.
	y Vocabulary Activity Set  2: Activity 2
	y The Watsons Go To Birmingham — 1963 Chapter 5 / Pages 64-74 - Day 2
	y The Watsons Go To Birmingham — 1963 Chapter 5 - Multiple Choice and Short Answer Independent 

Practice

Thurs.
	y Vocabulary Activity Set  2: Activity 3
	y The Watsons Go To Birmingham — 1963 Chapter 6 / Pages 75-85
	y The Watsons Go To Birmingham — 1963 Chapter 6 - Multiple Choice and Short Answer Independent 

Practice

Fri.

• Vocabulary Activity Set  2: Activity 4

Flex time for:

	y Completion of previous activities
	y Supplemental text set reading
	y Teacher-created activities

WEEK 3

Mon.
	y Vocabulary Activity Set  2: Activity 5
	y The Watsons Go To Birmingham — 1963 Chapter 7 / Pages 86-99
	y The Watsons Go To Birmingham — 1963 Chapter 7 - Multiple Choice and Short Answer Independent 

Practice

Tues. 	y Vocabulary Quiz 2
	y The Watsons Go To Birmingham — 1963 Chapter 8 / Pages 100-120 -Day 1

Wed.
	y The Watsons Go To Birmingham — 1963 Chapter 8 / Pages 100-120 -Day 2
	y The Watsons Go To Birmingham — 1963 Chapter 8 - Multiple Choice and Short Answer Independent 

Practice

Thurs.
	y The Watsons Go To Birmingham — 1963 Chapter 9 / Pages 121-137
	y The Watsons Go To Birmingham — 1963 Chapter 9 - Multiple Choice and Short Answer Independent 

Practice

Fri.
Flex time for:
	y Completion of previous activities
	y Supplemental text set reading
	y Teacher-created activities
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WEEK 4

Mon.
	y Grammar Activity Set: Parts 1-3  OPTIONAL 
	y The Watsons Go To Birmingham — 1963 Chapter 10 / Pages 138-148
	y The Watsons Go To Birmingham — 1963 Chapter 10 - Multiple Choice and Short Answer Independent 

Practice

Tues.
	y Grammar Activity Set: Parts 4-5  OPTIONAL 
	y The Watsons Go To Birmingham — 1963 Chapter 11 / Pages 149-161
	y The Watsons Go To Birmingham — 1963 Chapter 11 - Multiple Choice and Short Answer Independent 

Practice

Wed.
	y Grammar Activity Set: Parts 6-7  OPTIONAL 
	y The Watsons Go To Birmingham — 1963 Chapter 12 / Pages 162-168
	y The Watsons Go To Birmingham — 1963 Chapter 12 - Multiple Choice and Short Answer Independent 

Practice

Thurs.
	y Grammar Activity Set: Parts 8-9  OPTIONAL 
	y The Watsons Go To Birmingham — 1963 Chapter 13 / Pages 169-179
	y The Watsons Go To Birmingham — 1963 Chapter 13 - Multiple Choice and Short Answer Independent 

Practice

Fri.

	y Grammar Quiz  OPTIONAL 

Flex time for:

	y Completion of previous activities
	y Supplemental text set reading
	y Teacher-created activities

WEEK 5

Mon. 	y Novel Writing Prompt  OPTIONAL 

Tues.
	y The Watsons Go To Birmingham — 1963 Chapter 14 / Pages 180-190
	y The Watsons Go To Birmingham — 1963 Chapter 14 - Multiple Choice and Short Answer Independent 

Practice

Wed.
	y The Watsons Go To Birmingham — 1963 Chapter 15 / Pages 191-206
	y The Watsons Go To Birmingham — 1963 Chapter 15 - Multiple Choice and Short Answer Independent 

Practice

Thurs. 	y End-of-Unit Class Discussion  OPTIONAL 

Fri.

Flex time for:

	y Completion of previous activities
	y Supplemental text set reading
	y Teacher-created activities
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WEEK 6

Mon. 	y Writing Lesson: Planning the End-of-Unit Literary Essay

Tues. 	y Writing Lesson: Drafting the End-of-Unit Literary Essay

Wed.

Flex time for:

	y Completion of previous activities
	y Supplemental text set reading
	y Teacher-created activities

Thurs.

Flex time for:

	y Completion of previous activities
	y Supplemental text set reading
	y Teacher-created activities

Fri.

Flex time for:

	y Completion of previous activities
	y Supplemental text set reading
	y Teacher-created activities
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CommonLit 360:  
Digital Experience
One of the reasons CommonLit 360 is so unique is that 
it is accessible through a free, state-of-the-art digital 
platform. Reading, writing, and vocabulary lessons and 
assessments within a CommonLit 360 unit can be assigned 
to students through CommonLit.org. During and after 
the lesson, teachers can view formative assessment data 
through a real-time lesson dashboard to easily track 
completion and progress. All of these digital features 
are free for teachers and students, just like the rest of 
CommonLit. To learn more about the digital experience, 
sign up for an upcoming CommonLit 360 webinar or email 
help@commonlit.org.

Appendix I: Text Selection & Text Complexity
When selecting texts for this unit, CommonLit considers both quantitative and qualitative measures of text complexity.

SUPPLEMENTAL TEX TS (ENGLISH)

Text Title Lexile Description

Emmett Till by Jessica McBirney 
(Non-fiction) 1070L

Supplemental text that provides key background information 
about the murder of Emmett Till, a tragedy that sparked the 
Civil Rights Movement.

The 16th Street Baptist Church 
Bombing by Jessica McBirney 
(Non-Fiction)

1110L

Supplemental text that provides key background information 
about how the bombing of the 16th Street Church in 
Birmingham, Alabama highlighted the racial tension that existed 
in American during the early 1960s.

Sometimes, History is Sadness by 
David White  
(Non-Fiction)

800L
Supplemental text that provides key background information 
about the human impact of the tragic historical events of 
September 11, 2001.

Moving Home by Heidi Stemple 
(Non-fiction) 780L

Supplemental text that provides key background information 
about a woman’s decision to move closer to her family in 
response to a crisis.
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SUPPLEMENTAL TEX TS (SPANISH)

Text Title Lexile Description

Emmett Till por Jessica McBirney 
(Non-fiction) 960L

Supplemental text that provides key background information 
about the murder of Emmett Till, a tragedy that sparked the 
Civil Rights Movement.

El atentado en la iglesia bautista de la 
calle 16 por Jessica McBirney 
(Non-Fiction)

760L

Supplemental text that provides key background information 
about how the bombing of the 16th Street Church in 
Birmingham, Alabama highlighted the racial tension that existed 
in American during the early 1960s.

Algunas veces, la historia es tristeza por 
David White  
(Fiction)

790L
Supplemental text that provides key background information 
about the human impact of the tragic historical events of 
September 11, 2001.

Volver a casa por Heidi Stemple 
(Non-fiction) 770L

Supplemental text that provides key background information 
about a woman’s decision to move closer to her family in 
response to a crisis.
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